392              THE COLLECTED WORKS OF JSIAHATMA  GANDHI

G. s. RAMAMURTI: Untouchability cannot be given a secon-
dary place on the programme. Without the removal of the
taint, swaraj is a meaningless term. Workers should welcome so-
cial boycott and even public execration in the prosecution of their
work. I consider the removal of untouchability as a most power-
ful factor in the process of attainment of swaraj and for that matter
also the Khilafat. Impure Hinduism cannot help the process of
Islamic purification.

LAL: Prayer is undoubtedly a great aid to national regenera-
tion. The charkha assists prayer. It is never a hindrance. A mere
mechanical prayer is worse than useless, for it deceives one into
self-complacency. Non-co-operation is mass education. The
masses do not need to be told to pray. Only life has to be breathed
into their prayers.

j. BHATTACHARYA: I wish I could publish your letter if
only for its brilliance. But I am afraid it will be misunderstood.
There is altogether too much blind following in the country. The
instances you quote are inapplicable to the present movement
which essentially consists in making everyone think for himself.
My conception of swaraj is not that of many blindly following one
man. The Poet1 has rightly protested against that tendency and
not against enlightened obedience to chosen leadership.

Toung India, 3-11-1921

169.   CANONS OF INTERPRETATION

Principal A. B. Dhruva of the Benares Hindu University has
contributed to the Gujarati monthly called Vasanta a learned
article on the true method of interpretation of the Shastras and its
applicability to the place of untouchability in them. Copious corres-
pondence, some of a technical nature and some based on what in
my opinion is an ignorant conception of the Shastras, has been
received by me. The writers, I am aware, are actuated by honest
motives* It is not possible to devote the columns of a small
weekly like Toung India to all this correspondence. I am anxious
nevertheless to satisfy these correspondents through some learned
authority. Principal Dhruva in my opinion is such an authority.
His learning is beyond question and so are his honesty and
impartiality. His article cannot fail to be of interest to those who
are anxious to secure a just and speedy solution of the question of

1 Rabiadranath Tagore in "The Call of Truth"